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VEDC is a leading nonprofit small business lender that has a 40-year history of changing the way small business 
lending is done by making it more available and impactful. With a growing footprint, VEDC has lent $400 million in 
direct and guaranteed loans to over 108,000 small businesses to create and retain more than 200,600 new jobs. 
VEDC’s mission, as a certified Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI), is to help create jobs and 
promote small business development in under-served communities. The organization provides loans and micro-
financing options to small businesses, particularly those owned by women and minorities, that don’t qualify for 
traditional financing.  
 
About Travelers Small Business Risk Education Program 
The Travelers Small Business Risk Education program provides safety risk management education for minority-, 
veteran- and women-owned small businesses. Travelers has partnered with nonprofit organizations in Los Angeles, 
Chicago, New York City and Atlanta to deliver the following three-part program: 
 

 Insurance and Risk Management Workshops: Travelers Risk Control consultants provide free training 
sessions for small business owners to help them understand basic safety risk management concepts. 

 One-on-One Consultation: Business owners who attend a workshop move on to develop a safety-related 
risk management plan in a personalized, one-on-one consultation with Travelers Risk Control professionals. 
Participants are asked to present completed risk plans within a six-week timeframe. 

 Microloans: Businesses that complete a risk management plan are eligible to apply for a microloan, funded 
and administered by nonprofit partners, which would provide funds to support implementation of the risk 
management plan. 

 


